






















































































































































































































Comment Sheet, project 0115-080-R95 & EN112-080-083 

Bob Peckman 

8131 Webster Dr, 24019 

bob@peckmanjazz.com  

 

1.  I support the design of this project with modifications listed. 

 

Most of the project is excellent.  The bike/pedestrian paths are wonderful.  The Greenway connection is 

very forward thinking.  I will address only the shortcomings of the mile or so segment of Plantation Rd. 

that has been upgraded to highway lanes where a highway is not appropriate. 

 

The crest of the hill is a great place for a traffic light.  Lunch-time walkers go to Walrond Dr.  but the 

light would be a good place to cross.  It would also improve safety of vehicles entering and exiting the 

industrial sites. Unfortunately ITT people walking to buildings 3 and 4 come out of the gate by Hitech Rd 

and cross there.  With the hotels and restaurant, there are other places where pedestrians cross the road.  

People, being human as they are, do not walk 500’ to a traffic light.  Pedestrian refuges should be 

provided so that they only have to cross half the road at a time.   

 

This mile-long section of Plantation has been widened to highway dimensions, but then returns to a 

normal two-lane road.  The effect is to allow drivers coming off I-81 to stay in highway mode for just a 

mile or two before they are confronted with the two-lane reality of congested suburban traffic including 

pedestrians.  This project is an opportunity to confront drivers with traffic calming as they come off the 

highway ramp and introduce them to reality a mile or two sooner.   

 

Use dividers similar to the ones near the day-care center.  Vegetation is much more visible than the 

current concrete.  One border of the center left-turn lane would be wide enough for a pedestrian refuge.  

The turn lanes would be more defined than they are now.  Currently I don’t use the center left-turn lane 

into Walrond Dr. until I crest the hill and make sure that no one is coming in the center lane to left-turn 

into ITT.  The pedestrian refuge on the left of the turn lane would define who the center lane is for and 

avoid the potential for a head-on collision.  The space for the pedestrian refuge would come from 

narrowing the lanes.  This would also contribute to lowering the speed.   

 

Not much time is saved by staying in highway mode for an extra mile or two.  I surprise myself when I 

notice that I am driving there faster than I should.  The alternative I have proposed would improve 

pedestrian safety by slowing traffic a little and by providing a refuge halfway across the road. 

 

I do like the concept of moving the ITT Building 1 entrance onto the side street.  Maybe the gate at Hitech 

Rd. could be closed and that lot could also exit onto Lila Dr.  Then all of the ITT traffic and most of the 

bank traffic would use the new traffic light.  Lila Dr. should be widened with two left-turn lanes and a 

right-turn lane 

 

3.  Thank you very much for all the work evidenced by these fine plans and for a very clear, illuminating 

presentation.  I do hope that my alternative will be considered. 

 

4.  We walk there less now after retiring from ITT and the bank, but we still walk to the bank ATM, walk 

on Friendship to Hollins College events, walk on Plantation Rd to use the new greenway segment and ride 

our bikes through the area going down Plantation Rd or through Hollins College to cross Route 11 and 

take back roads to Troutville. 

 

5.  We heard about the meeting by direct mail and email from friends. 

mailto:bob@peckmanjazz.com
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